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a Portuguese ship. This young man was more than willing to
join this new expedition, for it gave him a chance to return to
his native land. We are not quite sure what sort of a native he
was. It is usually accepted that he was a Filipino, and in that
case the honour of having been the first person to circumnavigate
the world would go to a Filipino, and not to one of the survivors
of Magellan's expedition, who did not accomplish this feat until
several years later.

Anyway, this interpreter, like all the people of that part of
the world, seems to have had a smattering of the Malayan lan-
guage. From a linguistic point of view the people of mat part
of the world situated between Sumatra and the Moluccas are
far ahead of their white brethren of Europe. For they have
developed a sort of international jargon which, based upon the
Malayan of the true Malays, has gradually become a practical
method of communication between all the inhabitants of this
vast island empire.

In Europe during the Middle Ages the floating population
of the different ports of the Mediterranean had done something
very much like this. They had developed a vernacular of their
own which, known as the lingua franca, consisted of Italian,
Spanish, French, Greek, and a considerable admixture of
Arabic. In the fifteenth century Malayan had become the lingua
franca of the whole of the Indian archipelago, and it therefore is
quite possible that Magellan, through his interpreter, now
learned that he was very close to the island of Borneo, which was
known to He south of the islands of St Lazarus (the Philippines
to us) and due west of the Moluccas. Magellan therefore had
reason to feel that at last his luck had turned and that a few more
weeks would allow him to hoist the flag of Spain over the rich
spice islands of the Indies, well outside tie territories which the
Pope had bestowed upon the Portuguese.

And all would now have gone well if Magellan had been just
a little more practical. But, like so many of these lonely sea-
wanderers of me late Middle Ages, he was a strange mixture of